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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1893. 


AREA  of  the  DISTRICT  IN  ACRES  . .55, 665.  POPULATION  of  the  DISTRICT,  CENSUS,  1891...  12, 443. 

POPULATION  AS  GIVEN  IN  DETAILED  CENSUS  ...12,894. 


Gentlemen, — In  my  last  Report  I was  obliged  to  occupy  considerable  space  in  replying  to  the  charges 
brought  against  us  by  the  Authorities  of  the  City  of  Salisbury.  I will  say  nothing  about  the  reception  given 
to  this  reply  by  some  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Town  Council,  beyond  remarking  that  they  appeared  to 
be  acting  on  the  well-known  legal  axiom  which  runs  thus: — “ No  case;  abuse  the  plaintiff’s  attorney.” 

I have  just  obtained  the  Census  for  1891  of  each  Parish  in  the  District,  the  total  of  which  is  higher  by 
451  than  the  figure  which  I had  previously  received  as  the  Census  of  the  District.  This  is  certainly  rather 
bewildering,  hut  these  latest  figures  12,894  must  be  taken  as  the  correct  ones,  and  the  population, 
instead  of  decreasing  as  was  supposed,  has  increased  by  296,  or  29.6  per  annum.  The  estimated  population 
to  the  middle  of  1893  would  therefore  he  12,953. 

The  number  of  deaths  returned  was  197,  from  which  must  be  deducted  14  deaths  occurring  in  the  Work- 
house  amongst  persons  from  Salisbury,  45  amongst  strangers  dying  in  Fisherton  House  Asylum,  and  one  in 
Laverstock  Asylum.  Four  deaths  have,  however,  to  be  added  from  Salisbury  Infirmary,  thus  leaving  the 
corrected  deaths  as  141,  or  10.8  per  1000.  If  calculated  on  the  same  Census  as  for  1892,  the  figures  would 
be  11.3  per  1000.  Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  Zymotic  Disease,  or  0.7  per  1000. 


The  folio  winy  Table  yives  the  special  diseases  for  the  last  four  years  : — ■ 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

Diphtheria  ... 

3 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

Scarlatina 

1 

4 

Phthisis 

16 

18 

19 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

6 

Erysipelas 

2 

Croup 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  Disease 

26 

37 

29 

24 

Continued  Fevers 

1 

. . . 

Bronchitis  & Pneumonia 

29 

56 

44 

25 

Measles 
Typhoid  Fever 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Injuries 

3 

2 

2 

Three  deaths  are  returned  as  directly  due  to  Influenza.  Under  the  head  of  “ other  diseases  ” there  are 
113,  a large  proportion  of  these  being  due  to  old  age. 

Nineteen  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  not  more  than  the  usual  percentage,  but  can  he  reduced  to  eleven  by 
deducting  the  cases  in  Fisherton  Asylum.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  have  been  less  fatal,  owing  probably  to 
the  fine  weather  of  last  year. 

The  four  deaths  from  Scarlatina  (which  by  the  way  is  not  a diminutive  of  Scarlet  Fever),  are  not  more 
than  might  be  expected — indeed  it  is  a small  percentage  of  the  cases  which  have  occurred. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  1892  was  254,  or  57  more  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  Births  returned  was  316,  against  301  for  1892,  being  at  the  rate  of  24.6  per  1000. 

An  increased  birth-rate  and  a diminished  death-rate,  such  as  we  can  show  this  year,  are  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Wilts  County  Council  have  recently  sent  us  a Circular  in  which  certain  matters  are  mentioned,  and 
information  concerning  them  is  required  to  be  embodied  in  this  Report.  The  simplest  plan  is,  I think,  to 
answer  some  at  least  of  the  questions  at  once. 

(b j The  number  of  persons  per  acre  is  only  one  to  every  4.3  acres. 

f c ) The  chief  Geological  and  Physical  feature  is  the  great  chalk  upland,  a good  deal  of  which  occurs  in 
the  district,  though  not  strictly  part  of  Salisbury  Plain.  Bagshot  Sand  and  London  Clay  are  found  above  the 
chalk  to  the  south-east  of  Salisbury  ; and,  specially  to  the  north  of  that  town,  there  are  some  patches  of 
Quaternary  Gravels.  The  sub-soil  is  chiefly  chalk  ; Lower  Green  Sand  and  Coral  Rag  only  appearing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  New'  Forest. 

(d)  There  are  no  villages  with  a public  water  supply.  The  water  supply,  except  in  parts  of  the  suburbs 
of  Salisbury,  consists  of  shallow  wells,  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  or  rain  water  stored  in  tanks.  Many  of  the 
shallow  wells  are  very  impure,  and  as  they  run  dry  in  summer,  water  is  often  taken  from  foul  streams. 

f e ) There  are  no  villages  with  public  sewers.  Sewage  disposal  is  by  “privies”  or  cesspools.  Slop 
water  is  generally  disposed  of  by  simply  throwing  it  over  the  gardens,  or  on  the  refuse  heaps  or  holes. 

(y ) A large  proportion  of  the  cottages  are  fairly  good,  some,  however,  are  very  old  and  out  of  repair. 
Worn  out,  and  therefore  damp,  brick  floors  are  not  uncommon.  Overcrowding  is  rare.  Industries  are  very  few, 
and  not  of  a sort  to  be  specially  injurious  to  health. 

(h)  The  chief  stream  in  the  district  is  the  Avon,  and  this  is  undoubtedly  much  polluted  by  the  imperfect 
system  of  sewage  purification  carried  on  in  Salisbury. 

(i)  ' The  condition  of  Burial  Grounds,  Bakehouses,  and  Slaughter-houses  is  satisfactory. 
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(j ) No  Bye-Laws  have,  as  far  as  I am  aware,  been  drawn  up.  The  Notification  Act  has  not  bean 
adopted. 

Periodic  inspection  of  the  district  is  made  in  every  part,  twice  in  the  year,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself,  and  a large  part  of  the  district  is  visited  over  and  over  again  by  both  of  us.  Three  houses  have  been 
closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  Sanitary  Improvements  effected  during  the  year  are  mentioned  in  the  end  of  the  report. 

The  action  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  consisted  in  disinfection  of  five  houses, 
warning  parents  in  infected  houses  from  allowing  children  to  attend  school,  and  in  the  closure  of  schools  for 
nine  weeks.  There  is  at  present  no  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

As  to  Causes  and  Distribution  of  Disease  there  is  not  much  to  say.  One  of  the  fatal  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  occurred  at  Alderbury,  and  the  other  three  at  Downton.  After  consulting  all  possible  sources  of  inform- 
ation, I am  of  opinion  that  Cancer  and  Phthisis  are  equally  distributed  throughout  the  district. 

The  chief  sanitary  requirement  of  the  district  is  a better  water  supply.  Every  cottage  or  pair  of  cottages 
ought  to  have  a well,  and  this  well  ought  to  have  a proper  covering,  and  to  be  in  all  other  respects  protected 
from  pollution.  This  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Sanitary  Authority  and  much  improvement  has 
been  effected. 

The  Sanitary  Staff  consists  of  a Sanitary  Inspector  and  a Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Special  Reports  were  furnished  on  the  Pollution  of  the  River  Avon,  and  on  the  Water  Supply  of  Stratford 
Toney. 

Mild  cases  of  Influenza  kept  occurring  up  to  the  end  of  April.  At  this  time  sore-throat,  often  of  a severe 
type,  was  very  frequent.  Influenza  in  a mild  form  has  been  common  during  the  present  winter.  It  has  not 
unfrequently  been  followed  by  pneumonia,  and  this  has  been  very  fatal  amongst  old  people.  The  death-rate 
from  chest  affections  has  however,  as  already  mentioned,  declined.  I find  in  my  notes  on  this  subject  that  on 
May  15th  there  was  a slight  fall  of  rain,  the  first  that  had  occurred  for  seventy-three  days. 

The  Cholera,  which  caused  so  much  alarm,  did  not  reach  this  district,  but  the  printed  bills  of  “Pre- 
cautions” were  again  distributed. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  Small-pox  which  were  accommodated  in  the  temporary  hospital  on  Three-mile-hill, 
one  belonged  to  the  Rural  District.  This  man  probably  caught  the  disease  at  the  common  lodging  house  iu 
the  same  way  as  the  other  three,  but  this  is  not  quite  certain.  The  man  spent  the  night  of  Tuesday,  July 
25th  and  three  following  nights  at  Goodwood,  being  employed  in  the  refreshment  tent  in  connection  with  the 
races.  On  the  first  two  nights  he  slept  in  this  tent,  and  on  the  other  two  nights  in  a van.  On  the  night  of 
Saturday,  July  29th  the  man  slept  in  a stable  at  Botley,  and  was  then  very  sick.  On  Sunday  he  came  on  to 
Whaddon,  and  it  was  observed  that  he  was  ill  and  had  spots  on  his  face ; this  night  he  slept  on  a canvas  sheet 
in  the  back  kitchen  of  his  employer’s  house.  On  Monday  he  went  to  Salisbury  to  see  a doctor,  and  on  his 
return  to  Whaddon  was  refused  admission.  On  Tuesday,  August  1st,  having  spent  the  night  in  the  open  air, 
he  appeared  in  the  market,  got  shaved,  and  drank  iu  several  public  houses.  On  Tuesday  evening  he  was 
removed  to  the  hospital  tent  at  Three-mile-hill. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  Whaddon,  and  though  the  man  had  been  freely  exposing  himself  while  in 
an  infectious  state,  no  case  of  Small-pox,  as  far  as  I am  aware,  occurred  as  a consequence.  Small-pox  was 
at  this  time  prevalent  at  Southampton,  and  as  everyone  who  is  familiar  with  the  Southampton-road  knows, 
there  is  a continual  stream  of  tramps  passing  between  that  town  and  the  Alderbury  Workhouse.  Under  these 
circumstances  we  may  consider  ourselves  fortunate  in  having  had  such  a limited  experience  of  this  most 
unpleasant  disease. 

I have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  this  case  of  Small-pox,  not  as  a text  for  remarks  on  vaccination,  or  as  an 
opportunity  for  mutual  congratulations,  but  rather  that  we  may  take  from  it  a warning  and  be  better  prepared 
should  Small-pox  or  any  other  infectious  disease  appear  in  the  future.  The  idea  had  somehow  existed  that  we 
could  obtain  a tent  or  tents  from  the  Local  Government  Board  at  a few  hours  notice,  and  that  it  was  therefore 
unnecessary  to  provide  any  permanent  hospital.  The  first  case  of  Small-pox — that  in  the  common  lodging 
house — proved  the  fallacy  of  this  theory.  I am  obliged  to  allude  to  the  cases  in  the  town  as  they  cannot  be 
kept  separate  from  the  one  case  which  strictly  belongs  to  us,  and  the  subsequent  action  was  a common  one. 
Case  number  one  was  first  seen  by  the  house-surgeon  and  myself  at  the  Salisbury  Infirmary,  was  then  sent  to 
the  Alderbury  Workhouse,  and  returned  to  the  lodging  house  from  which  he  had  started.  After  several  days 
had  been  wasted  in  correspondence  with  London,  a tent  was,  by  the  energy  of  the  Mayor  of  Salisbury,  obtained 
from  Portsmouth,  and  a temporary  hospital  started  under  the  charge  of  the  Rural  Authorities.  Being  in  the 
middle  of  summer  this  did  well  enough,  though  even  then  the  difficulties  were  considerable  ; the  tent  ultimately 
took  fire  and  was  destroyed. 

The  question  of  providing  a permanent  Infectious  Hospital  for  the  joint  benefit  of  the  city  of  Salisbury 
and  the  Alderbury  Rural  District  has  been  for  some  time  under  discussion,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a 
suitable  site  has  not  yet  been  overcome.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  it  would  be  an  immense  advantage 
to  the  Rural  District  if  there  were  an  hospital  to  which  cases  of  scarlet  fever  could  be  removed  ; isolation 
and  disinfection  being  equally  difficult  in  a cottage.  The  more  one  considers  this  subject,  however,  the  more 
one  is  convinced  that  such  an  hospital  would  be  little  used  in  such  a scattered  district,  even  if  a suitable 
conveyance  were  kept  in  which  to  remove  the  patients.  In  a memorandum  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  subject  of  “ Places  attacked  or  threatened  by  Epidemic  Disease,”  it  is  recommended  that  every 


Sanitary  Authority  have  in  readiness  an  hospital  to  which  infectious  cases  can  he  removed.  Now,  if  we 
abandon  the  idea  of  a permanent  hospital,  the  question  of  site  is  simplified.  To  place  the  structure  on  almost 
any  of  the  spots  suggested  would  mean  exposing  it  to  injury  at  the  hands  of  thoughtless  persons,  and  it  seems 
to  me  therefore  that  the  only  suitable  place  is  the  piece  of  ground  which  was  some  few  years  ago  acquired  by 
the  Workhouse  for  sewage  disposal,  but  which  is  no  longer  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  In  this  position  the 
hospital,  which  would  only  be  used  at  long  intervals,  would  be  under  the  care  of  the  Workhouse  officials,  and 
would  be  no  more  a danger  to  the  paupers  than  is  the  city  of  Newcastle  fever  hospital  to  the  railway  officials, 
aud  the  public,  at  Walker-on-Tyne. 

Though  we  have  only  had  one  case  of  fatal  diphtheria,  we  are  constantly  hearing  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  diphtheritic  croup,  and  though  this  is  still  a disease  that  is  not  thoroughly  understood, 
yet  the  conditions  under  which  it  occurs  have  been  made  pretty  clear  by  the  investigations  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  These  conditions  are Cold  and  wet;  damp  valleys;  stagnant  water;  the 
period  from  the  middle  of  September  to  the  middle  of  November ; the  conditions  of  school  life  ; the 
crowding  of  children  in  hot  rooms  ; the  use  of  raw,  i.e.  unboiled,  milk.  This  latter,  of  course,  applies  to 
scarlet  fever,  typhoid,  etc.  The  precautions  are  : — Isolation  and  disinfection  ; the  exclusion  from  school  of 
children  with  sore-throat ; care  with  regard  to  domestic  animals,  especially  cats.  The  disease  seems  to  have 
no  connection  with  polluted  water.  Effluvia  from  drains  causes  sore-throat,  and  therefore  predisposes, 
nothing  more.  Several  mild  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  Stratford-sub-Castle,  Coombe,  Stratford  Toney, 
and  Milford. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  very  prevalent  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  district,  and  four  deaths  have 
been  returned  as  due  to  this  disease.  Cases  occurred  in  Alderbury  in  February,  and  again  in  October  and 
November,  when  the  school  was  closed  for  four  weeks.  Scarlet  fever  appeared  in  Whiteparish  in  October, 
and  cases  have  continued  to  occur  ever  since.  There  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  Downton  in  the  early  part 
of  the  summer,  and  the  disease  spread  through  Red  lynch  and  the  neighbourhood  as  the  result  of  a treat  in 
honour  of  the  Royal  Wedding.  There  were  a few  cases  at  Landford  in  June  and  October.  Only  one  case,  as 
far  as  I am  aware,  occurred  at  Nunton.  In  the  suburbs  of  Salisbury  there  have  been  a good  many  cases, 
commencing  in  Church  Fields  in  July,  and  becoming  epidemic  in  Fisherton  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
Fisherton  schools  (in  the  borough)  were  closed  on  December  5th.  Disinfectants  were  provided,  and  lime- 
washing carried  out  in  all  cases  that  came  to  our  knowledge.  In  the  absence  of  compulsory  notification  no 
doubt  many  cases  were  undiscovered. 

Measles  have  been  epidemic  in  some  parts  of  the  district.  The  schools  at  Whiteparish  were  closed  for  a 
month  from  February  4th,  and  the  school  at  East  Harnham  was  closed  in  November,  on  account  of  measles. 

Diarrhoea  and  sore-throat  were  very  common  in  the  autumn ; at  this  time  many  of  the  wells  were  dry. 

The  question  of  water-supply  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  important  matters  with  which  we  have  to  deal. 
Every  cottage,  or  group  of  cottages,  ought  to  have  a well  of  good  water.  The  only  cases  in  which  this 
cannot  be  insisted  on  are  where  cottages  are  placed  high  up  on  the  downs,  and  in  these  cases  rain  water  must 
be  collected  and  stored  in  clean  tanks.  The  wells  are  far  from  being  perfect,  hut  improvements  are  being 
gradually  introduced.  During  the  past  year  four  new  wTells  have  been  sunk  at  Woodfalls,  one  at  Redlynch, 
two  at  Downton,  one  at  Landford,  and  one  at  Odstock.  Wells  have  been  cleaned,  and  the  covers  repaired,  at 
Stratford  Toney,  Laverstock,  Dogdean,  Winterslow,  and  Downton. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  water  have  been  examined,  of  which  fourteen  were  <jood,  six  indifferent,  and  four 
bad.  Of  the  samples  classed  as  “ good,”  some  had  been  objected  to  simply  on  account  of  their  hardness, 
while  one  of  the  “ indifferent”  waters  was  extremely  soft,  and  contained  a good  deal  of  peat.  Two  samples 
were  supposed  to  contain  lead  ; I however  failed  to  find  any  lead,  and  the  illness  was  no  doubt  due  to  drinking 
some  beverage  which  had  been  kept  in  a lead-glazed  vessel. 

The  pollution  of  rivers  is  a matter  which  we  understand  that  the  County  Council  are  about  to  take  up. 
The  river  Avon  has  probably  received  a good  deal  of  sewage  matter  before  it  enters  this  district,  and  of  the 
tributaries  which  join  it  above  Harnham  Bridge — the  Wylye  and  the  Nadder — the  former  contains  the  whole 
of  the  sewage  of  Wilton,  and  of  many  other  places  besides.  The  portion  of  the  river  with  which  we  are  chiefly 
concerned,  and  the  larger  portion  also,  is  that  which  extends  from  Salisbury  to  the  point  below  Downton 
where  the  river  passes  into  Hampshire.  So  bad  had  this  portion  of  the  river  become  that  some  few  years 
ago  the  Authorities  in  Salisbury  were  compelled  to  start  sewage  works.  These  works  are  still  in  operation, 
and  the  process  consists  in  the  precipitation  of  the  sewage  by  lime,  the  precipitate  being  afterwards  dug  out, 
dried,  and  offered  for  sale.  How  much  of  this  stuff  is  sold  I have  no  idea,  aud  I should  not  even  mention  this 
matter  were  it  not  that  these  sewage  works  are  situated  in  our  district,  and  are  I believe,  owing  to  their 
imperfect  action,  the  cause  of  the  very  foul  state  of  the  river  below  Salisbury.  All  the  information  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  has  been  an  assurance  that  the  sewage  works  continue  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  town 
authorities,  and  that  if  ammonia  is  found  in  the  water  it  is  probably  owing  to  the  custom  of  drowning  dogs 
and  cats  immediately  below  the  works.  Surely  this  is  a too  flippant  way  of  disposing  of  a most  serious 
question  ? On  April  21st,  no  rain  having  fallen  for  more  than  six  weeks,  I took  four  samples  of  water  from 
the  river  at  various  points,  which  points  I marked  on  a plan  drawn  for  the  purpose.  On  November  21st,  the 
river  being  now  almost  in  flood,  I again  took  samples  of  water.  The  first  samples  of  course  contained  more 
organic  matter  than  the  second  ; none  were  quite  pure,  but  the  samples  C and  D,  taken  between  the  outflow 
of  the  sewage  works  and  the  outflow  from  the  seven  houses  in  Waterloo  Gardens,  were  simply  strong  solutions 
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of  sewage.  A note  of  correction  is  necessary  with  regard  to  the  plan  of  the  river.  In  my  desire  to  be 
accurate  I represented  the  narrow  island  below  Harnham  Bridge,  but  this  has  been  thought  by  some  persons 
to  be  a large  fish.  No  such  mistake  ought  ever  to  have  occurred — the  sewage  has  long  ago  destroyed  all  the 
fish  in  this  portion  of  the  river. 

The  advertising  epidemic  may  appear  to  he  hardly  a sanitary  question,  hut  these  hideous  black  boards 
which  are  being  erected  along  our  roads  are  not  only  a nuisance  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  but  are  a 
danger  to  the  public,  as  was  seen  when  the  gale  of  December  12th  brought  some  of  them  down,  and  the  people 
returning  from  market  had  some  narrow  escapes.  The  first  offenders  in  this  matter  have  been  the  rival 
auctioneers,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  vendors  of  pills,  soap,  etc.,  should  not  follow  their  bad 
example — one  has  only  to  look  at  the  London  and  South  Western  Line  to  see  how  our  country  roads  may  be 
before  long  disfigured.  A Society  known  as  the  S.C.A.P.A.,  and  having  for  its  afm  the  extending  of  the  law  of 
nuisance  to  advertisements,  has  recently  been  started.  May  we  hope  that  it  will  do  something  for  us  ? 

All  that  now  remains  is  to  make  a few  remarks  about  the  various  parishes  of  the  district. 

Fairview  Terrace  has  as  usual  received  a good  deal  of  attention.  The  drainage  system  has  not,  as  far  as 
I am  aware,  been  a cause  of  complaint.  What  this  row  of  houses  really  wants  is,  an  additional  drain  for 
carrying  off  the  surface  water  from  the  road,  and  the  entire  removal  of  the  pigs.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  the  owners  of  the  first  18  houses  had  decided  that  their  tenants  should  not  keep  pigs,  while  the  tenants 
of  the  other  sixteen  houses  had  amongst  them  26  pigs.  In  September  the  number  was  15,  and  it  has  kept 
on  varying,  one  person  at  present  having  as  many  as  10  pigs.  Want  of  litter  has  here,  as  in  many  other 
places,  a great  deal  to  do  with  the  nuisance  complained  of.  A case  of  Typhoid  in  this  neighbourhood  was  due 
to  defective  drainage  in  the  house  in  which  it  occurred. 

A good  deal  of  building  is  taking  place  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  new  houses  are  having  water  laid 
on  by  a private  company.  The  cesspool  accommodation  appears  insufficient  for  the  probable  waste  ; in  fact, 
a water  supply  and  a system  of  sewerage  depend  on  each  other,  each  is  a consequence  of  the  other. 

In  Church  Fields  there  are  now  no  pigs  kept,  and  there  have  been  no  complaints. 

In  Gale’s  Lane,  or  Longlands,  our  attention  was  directed  to  the  prevalence  of  sore-throat.  We  found 
that  the  sinks  of  the  houses  generally  drained  directly  into  the  cesspools,  or  into  the  soil  pipes.  Many  of 
these  have  now  been  disconnected,  and  before  long  all  will  be  put  in  a proper  sanitary  state. 

The  very  insanitary  block  of  cottages  at  West  Harnham,  often  referred  to,  has  now  been  put  in  thorough 
order  by  the  only  means  possible,  viz.,  the  acquiring  of  a bit  of  land. 

The  highway  drain  at  Downton  has  now  been  enclosed,  and  there  is  no  longer  any  complaint.  A good 
deal  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  removing  nuisances  in  this  large  district,  but  much  remaius  to  be  done.  The 
drainage  of  Redlynch  House  has  received  a good  deal  of  attention.  It  is  a complicated  and  ill-managed  affair. 

When  the  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  the  School-house  I applied  to  the  agents  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 
and  obtained  from  them  authority  to  carry  out  certain  improvements  in  the  sanitary  arrangements.  These  are 
now  satisfactory. 

The  covers  of  the  wells  at  Pitton,  which  were  much  out  of  repair,  have  now  been  renewed. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  reported  in  this  village.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a servant  who  had 
returned  ill  from  Worthing,  and  the  second  was  her  sister  who  had  caught  the  infection.  Foul  “ privies  ” are 
under  these  circumstances  exceedingly  dangerous.  Both  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Salisbury  Infirmary 
and  recovered. 

The  cottages  at  Whiteparish  and  Landford,  in  which  scarlet  fever  had  occurred,  were  all  visited,  and 
disinfection  carried  out. 

In  the  month  of  September,  when  mild  scarlet  fever  was  common,  and  the  water  was  getting  scarce,  there 
appeared  in  various  parts  of  the  district  a species  of  malarial  fever.  It  commenced  with  tonsillitis  or  “ quinsev,” 
with  a temperature  of  103°,  followed  by  delirium  and  pneumonia.  There  was  generally  bilious  vomiting  and 
constipation.  It  lasted  about  ten  days.  All  ages  suffered  alike,  but  the  ouly  fatal  case  was  that  of  a child. 

An  outbreak  of  fever  of  a similar  kind  has  been  described  by  Dr.  Bruce  Low  as  occurring  at  Raunds, 
Northamptonshire. 

The  difficulties  in  connection  with  attempts  to  enforce  this  Act  are  constantly  presenting  themselves. 
When  one  finds,  as  one  too  frequently  does,  a tumble-down  old  cottage  with  a broken  and  damp  brick-floor, 
the  first  question  unfortunately  is: — Where  are  the  family  to  go  if  the  cottage  is  condemned  ? Next,  is  the 
cottage  merely  to  be  considered  as  a nuisance  under  the  Act  of  1875,  or  may  a broader  and  more  sweeping 
notice  be  given  under  the  Act  of  1890,  and  the  owner  told  “ this  cottage  is  unfit  for  habitation.  You  may 
find  out  the  defects — that  is  not  our  business,  but  yours.”  Lastly,  what  will  the  Magistrates  do  ? Probably 
adjourn  the  case,  and  then  dismiss  it. 

The  sanitary  literature  of  this  year  has  been  (a)  First  and  Second  Reports  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Death  Certificates.  ( b ) Correspondence  respecting  the  Sanitary  Convention,  (c)  Further  Report  on  Epidemic 
Influenza.  ( d ) Twenty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I remain,  Gentleman,  your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  KELLAND,  M.B., 


SALISBURY,  February  21  st,  1894. 


Licentiate  in  Sanitary  Science. 


LANCASTER,  PRINTER,  CANAL,  SALISBURY. 


